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Chlor-Alkali Facility Operations - Reed  Paper Group - Dryden, ON Canada. (1950 - 2026)

1975 - Canadian Federal Chlor-Alkali Mercury National Emission Standards issued to control mercury emissions to air 

1975 - Dr. Masazumi Harada, the Japanese research scientist who first identified and diagnosed the symptoms of Minamata Disease (acute methylmercury poisoning), exposes the health crisis impacting Grassy Narrows and 
other downstream First Nation communities. In Grassy Narrows, Dr. Harada confirmed at least 60 cases of Minamata disease, 54 additional cases of Minamata-with-complications and 24 suspected cases. 
The Ontario Provincial Government does not agree with Dr. Harada's conclusions and does not support his recommendations.

1985 – Ontario Provincial Court grants indemnity with court approval to Great Lakes Forest Products regarding the Grassy Narrows lawsuit; Great Lakes Forest Products and Reed pay $11.75 million to the  
First Nations and release Ontario with respect of two previous company indemnities. As the result, Ontario gives a new indemnity (the “1985 Indemnity” or “Ontario Indemnity”) that promises
to indemnify Great Lakes Forest Products, Reed and others against claims and proceedings arising from “any damage, loss, event or circumstances, caused or alleged to be caused by or with
respect to…the discharge or escape or presence of any pollutant by Reed or its predecessors, including mercury or any other substance, from or in the plant or plants or lands or premises 
forming part of the Dryden assets sold by Reed Ltd. to Great Lakes Forest Products under the Dryden Agreement”.

1986 - Mercury Disability Board (MDB) establishes a legislatively-supported and community-driver Board

1975 – Reed Paper Group changes company name to Reed Limited 

2014 - Published review of the Mercury Disability Board (MDB) compensation  process documents that almost 3/4 of applicants for disability support 
are denied pensions based on results of  how the functional assessment used in  the medical examination is applied

1962 1975 - Reed Paper Group changes the company name to Reed Limited; Dryden Chemicals Ltd - a subsidiary of Reed Paper Group - closes the mercury cell and converts to dialysis membrane process

1974 - Research publication in Canada (Bligh, 1972) on mercury in fish documents mercury concentration in Clay Lake (on the Wabigoon River) walleye and pike reaching 9 mg/kg, a level ~ 30x greater than in ON reference lake fish  

1977 - Grassy Narrows Litigation; First Nations bands impacted by mercury discharge sue Reed, Dryden Paper and Dryden Chemicals for damages resulting from the mercury waste contamination of the river and fish

2014 - Grassy Narrow Chief Steven Fobister begins a hunger strike demanding greater attention and compensation beyond needing to demonstrate
acute disability to receive payment. Chief Fobister petitions for hospital or clinic care in  Grassy Narrows for community members. 
In response, the Provincial government promises to review the MDB functional assessment protocol.

1972 - Canadian Federal Chlor-Alkali Mercury Regulations  limit discharge of mercury liquid effluents in waterbodies containing fish to a rate of  2.5 grams per tonne of chlorine produced

1971 - Canadian mercury cell chlor-alkali facilities, through working agreements with federal and provincial governments, agree to alter their operating practices to separate and treat mercury-contaminated wastewaters  

1963 - Canadian Federal Government gathers and re-settles (non-voluntarily)  Asubpeeschoseewagong First Nation to Grassy Narrows, a settlement within the First Nation's TLUA downstream of the English and Wabigoon Rivers confluence

1979 – Reed Limited is bought by Great Lakes Forest Products (GLFP)

1986 - Grassy Narrows and Islington Indian Bands Mercury Pollution Claims Settlement Act passed; Act providing compensation and support to affected First Nations communities, including
establishment of a Mercury Disability Board to to implement the terms of the Memorandum of Agreement; manage claims and ensure fair compensation for those impacted.

2014 - Grassy Narrows Trbal elder Judy da Silva represents Grassy Narrows before the UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, 
pressing the case against Canada for failure to address the mercury poisoning, as well as community rights to safe drinking water.

2017 - Canadian Federal government commits $82M for construction of mercury treatment facility in Grassy Narrows

2020 - Canadian Federal government reaches agreement with Grassy Narrows to begin treatment facility construction

2025 - Treatment facility construction begins in Grassy Narrows; projected completion date for the treatment facilty is 2028

2026 - The Wabigoon River downstream of Dryden remains grossly contaminated; body burdens of mercury in walleye and
pike in the river remain elevated above Do Not Eat restrictions for women who are pregnant or want to become
pregnant, for children,and for adults with neurological concerns. Evaluations of how to remediate the river 
with the woefully insufficient committed Federal and Provincial funds are on-going. 

1984 - Recommendation to Cabinet from Federal Environment Minister to remediate the river via covering contaminated sediments was rejected by the Provincial Government based on (unsupported) belief
that natural remediation was the most viable and appropriate response for reasons including efficacy, and ecological, economic and sociological feasibility.

2017 - Establishment of the English and Wabigoon Rivers Remediation Funding Act commits $85M to the remediation of the rivers

Dryden Chemicals Ltd. opens a 
mercury cell chlor-alkali facility at
Dryden mill on the Wabigoon River


