
U-864
Historical Contamination and the Precautionary Principle







5 December 1944 ς U 864 leaves Germany
9 December 1944 ς Vessel puts into port in Norway for repairs to the snorkel mast. Radio signals from the submarine are 
intercepted by the British, revealing the U-ōƻŀǘΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǊƻǳǘŜΦ
5 January 1945 ς U 864 arrived in Bergen, resulting in the British conducting a bombing raid on the Bergen submarine facility.



9 February, 1945 - the British 
Royal Navy submarine HMS 

Venturer torpedoes and sinks the 
German U-864 submarine just 

north of Bergen. Both submarines 
were submerged when the 

incident occurred.





The Royal Norwegian Navy found the wreck of U-864 

in 2003 based on research by an amateur historian.*
 

The wreck is approximately two nautical miles west 

of the Norwegian coastline. As found, it is split into 

two main parts, with the bow lying on an unstable, 

sloped portion of the seabed.
 

Ocean depth at this location is 150 meters (m)

*(~1400 tons of mercury was purchased from Italy by the 

Japanese between 1942 �± 1943)


