U-864
Historical Contamination and the Precautionary Principle




In the last months of WWII, U-864 embarked on a mission “Operation Caesar” to carry war
material from Germany to Japan for use in the war against the United States. The cargo
including drawings of Messerschmitt aircraft, advanced Messerschmitt jet engine parts for use
in Japanese aircraft jet engine prototypes, V-2 missile guidance systems and 1,875 bottles (67
tonnes) of metallic mercury to be used for weapons production. The mercury was stored in
Corrosion-treated cast/iron containers that were welded to the submarine's cargo keel.
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A) Trykkskrog.
B) Formskrog.
C) Laste- og ballastkjol.
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1) Kommandosentral.

2) Mannskap.

3) Motor og elektronisk rom.

4) Torpedo rom.

5) El-motor og diesel generator.

U-864 var en tysk undervannsbdt av IXD2-klassen. Alle “avdelinger” hadde trykkfaste skott med luker.



5 December 1944 U 864 leaves Germany

9 December 1944 Vessel puts into port in Norway for repairs to the snorkel mast. Radio signals from the submarine are
intercepted by the British, revealingthed2 I 1 Q&4 YA &daA 2y I yR NRdAziS®
5 January 194% U 864 arrived in Bergen, resulting in the British conducting a bombing raid on the Bergen submarine fa




9 February, 1945the British
Royal Navy submarine HMS
Venturer torpedoes and sinks th
German U864 submarine just
north of Bergen. Both submarine
were submerged when the
incident occurred
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The Royal Norwegian Navy found the wreck of U-864
iIn 2003 based on research by an amateur historian.*

The wreck is approximately two nautical miles west

of the Norwegian coastline. As found, it is split into

two main parts, with the bow lying on an unstable,
sloped portion of the seabed.

Ocean depth at this location is 150 meters (m)

*(~1400 tons of mercury was purchased from Italy by the
Japanese between 1942 +£1943)



