
Grassy Narrows FN Community and Dryden, ON
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Grassy Narrows FN Community – This is Living Downstream
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Dryden, ON - Mill Site History

3 A presentation by Wood.

• A mercury cell chlor-alkali facility was constructed in 
Dryden in 1962

• Process uses mercury in an electrolytic cell to generate 
caustic soda and chlorine from brine

• Facility operations released ~ 10 tons of mercury into the 
river (plus unquantified volume into the atmosphere)

site was one of ~ 200 such 
sites operating globally from 
(1950 – now) that use(d) the 

mercury cell process to 
make caustic soda and 

chlorine (bleach, PVC, DDT)



Mercury cell chlor-alkali process
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Grassy Narrows FN Community
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Mercury in Length-Standardized Walleye – NW Ontario
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How Do We Understand the Problem?*

A presentation by Wood.

PHYSICAL
Glaciated landscape 

with little sediment to 
bury historical 
contamination

BIOLOGICAL
Multi-trophic level 

food chain with a top 
predator species that 

is frequently 
consumed and 

culturally significant

CHEMICAL
Mill effluent that 

contributes BOD and 
SO4

2- , consumes D.O. 
and degrades water 

quality

SOCIO-
CULTURAL
Who is harmed?
Who has power?

Whose wisdom is heard?
What does remediation 

mean?
Is it the same as healing?

What is ‘success’?
Who defines it?

*Do we actually understand the problem?


